NOTES TO CHAPTER 6	39!
'These great and numerous societies which consist of many thousands of members are
a very great ease to the several parishes.... Divers of these societies are in so flourishing
a condition at present, that they have thought of reducing their subscription to one-faal£
notwithstanding several thereof expend above ninety pounds a year. The talk of such
reductions has occasioned some of the said clubs to raise their entrance-money from five to
twenty shillings/
 (91)	J. T. Becher, The Constitution of Friendly Societies, 1824, p. 51, Sir F. M. Eden,
Observations on Friendly Societies, 1801, p. 23. cf. the evidence of Morgan to the Select
Committee on the Poor Laws of 1817,' in general these clubs have been so badly conducted
that they have been obliged to break up, and I advise them continually to do so', [that is,
to break up the stock and begin again on Dr Price's system, based on calculations of the
duration of life].
 (92)	33 Geo. III. c. 54.
 (93)	E.g,., "They are formed from the crude suggestions of the most ignorant, who, in
order to procure a sufficient number of subscriptions often propose the most extravagant
terms, so that it soon becomes a matter of very little consequence to the greater part of the
subscribers, whether they are robbed by their treasurer or ruined by the multitude of their
claimants,' (Preface by Morgan to the 6th ed. of Price's Observations on Reversionary
Payments, 1803.)
'I have said these societies are impositions on the public proceeding from ignorance and
supported by credulity and folly. But this is too gentle a censure. There is reason to
believe that worse principles have contributed to their rise and support. The older
members believe they will last out their time.' (ibid., 7th ed., i, p. 145.)
Thus the mathematicians. The social reformers were generally less scathing, saw the
good intentions, but were sometimes led to think a savings bank would be a safer alter-
native. See G. Rose, Observations on Banks for Saving, 1816; Eden, State of the Poor, 1797,
and Observations on Friendly Societies 1801; Communications to the Monthly Magazine,
1797 (see note 88); and Colquhoun, Treatise on Indigence, 1806, pp. 111-17, who writes:
'TTie generally well-intentioned promoters of these friendly societies are unskilled in
algebraical calculations... their little stock is not seldom annihilated before they are aware
of it and the box is shut up against all relief, by which old members who have contributed
for a series of years are frequently disappointed and deceived with respect to that assistance
during sickness and infirmity to which they had looked forwards....'
(94)	Evidence to the Committee on Mendicity, 1815, Report, p. 286.
There were also burial societies. Eden quotes the advertisement of a London society:
* A favourable opportunity now offers to anyone, of either sex, who would wish to be
buried in a genteel manner, by paying a shilling entrance and twopence a week for the
benefit of the stock. Members to enter above fourteen and under sixty years of age, if
approved of, and to be free in six months from the day of entrance. The deceased to be
furnished with the following articles; a strong elm coffin covered with superfine black and
furnished with two rows all round, close drove, with best black japanned nails and adorned
with rich ornamental drops, a handsome plate of inscription, angel above the plate, flower
beneath, and four pair of handsome handles, with wrought gripes; the coffin to be well-
pitched, lined, and ruffled with crape, a handsome crape shroud, cap, and pillow. For use,
a handsome velvet pall, three gentlemen's cloaks, three crape hatbands, three hoods and
scarves, and six pair of gloves, two porters equipped to attend the funeral, a man to attend
the same with hat and gloves; also the burial fees paid if not exceeding one guinea. The
members that have already entered are 337 up to I September 1800.' (Observations on
Friendly Societies, 1801, p. 15.)

